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City of Olmsted Falls 
Minutes of a Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, May 11, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. 

Conducted as a Virtual Meeting through Webex  
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Council President Paul Stibich called the meeting to order at 

7:30 p.m.  Roll call was conducted.  Councilmen Lori Jones, Jennifer Jansen, Cornel Munteanu, Jay 

McFadden, Yvonne Buchholz, and Brian Chitester were present.   

 

Also, in attendance:  James Graven, Mayor, Andrew D. Bemer, Law Director, Matt Sheehan, Fire 

Chief, Odis Rogers, Police Chief, Cory Swaisgood, Finance Director, Joe Borczuch, Service Director, 

and Tom Jordan, Economic Development Consultant.  Audience: 1.  

 

Approval of Minutes  
Ms. Buchholz moved to approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of April 27, 2021; 

Mr. Munteanu seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays; 1 abstain (Jones). Motion carried. 

 

Consideration of Amendment to the Agenda - None 

 

Mayor’s Report and Appointments  

Mayor Graven stated that tomorrow one lucky winner will be the new owner of the 2021 Fox 8 St. 

Jude Dream Home here in Olmsted Falls on Falls Glen Lane.  The $475,000 home, which is a three 

bedroom 2 ½ bath home, features a rustic modern design and is nearly finished.  As you will recall 

back in February the St. Jude Dream Home ticket sell-a-thon sold out in only 44 minutes and they 

raised more than $2 million dollars for children who are battling cancer.  All materials used in the 

home, everything from the foundation to the paint, finish, and tile were donated by trade partners and 

we would like to thank all the tradesman, construction workers, and all the companies who have 

donated to this home.  This is a great event that helps kids.  Fox 8 will announce the winner tomorrow 

morning.  We are proud to have the St. Jude Home in Olmsted Falls for the second year in a row.  He 

wished good luck to all that purchased tickets.  

 

He stated that during the last meeting Councilwoman Jansen asked him about the costs for the 

summer events.  The first event will be the Vietnam Veterans Remembrance which will be held on 

June 26th.  He will not be asking Council for any money as the city obtained a NOPEC grant for 

$1,500 to cover the costs.  As far as the remaining summer events our intern Mr. Atkins will have a 

report next week regarding those costs.  Late last month we received notice that our NOPEC 

sponsorship grant was approved.  The email that he received from NOPEC stated “Congratulations 

your NOPEC Sponsorship Application for Vietnam Veterans Memorial Summer Concert has been 

approved. Your sponsorship request of $1,500.00 will be paid out to Olmsted Falls.”  He thanked 

NOPEC for covering these costs.  

 

He stated that last Friday, Finance Director Swaisgood informed him that our city won the State of 

Ohio Highest Achievement in open and transparent government.  We received a four-star rating for 

the calendar year 2019 and was issued by Keith Faber, Ohio Auditor of State.  Our Finance Director 

said that the auditor, Keith Faber, announced a new auditing approach to review the reporting of 
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public records and compliance with Ohio Sunshine Laws through a rating system.  During the City’s 

2019 audit, which was completed last year, the auditor performed additional testing on the handling 

of public records by testing what they call seven best practices as recommended by Ohio Sunshine 

Law. The star ratings were created to acknowledge accomplishments of those that were meeting Ohio 

public record and open meeting laws and to recognize those public bodies that were exceeding those 

legal standards by implementing a number of identified best practices.  Our city exceeded those 

requirements and received the highest rating. For comparison, the first year of this rating system 

2,812 entities were audited for public records compliance and more than 59% achievement 

compliance, meaning that they received at least a minimum of a single star rating for meeting Ohio’s 

public record laws, and only 14% received four stars like our City.  He would like to thank Law 

Director Bemer, as well as Ms. Laura Radigan who handles many of the public records requests.  He 

knows that these two individuals work hard at these requests and take Ohio Sunshine Laws very 

seriously.  

 

Communications from Residents - None 

 

Approval of Bills: 
Mr. Munteanu moved to approve Pay Ordinance 2021-09; Mr. McFadden seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 

nays. Motion carried.   

 

Officials Reports: 
 

Odis Rogers, Police Chief – No Report 

 

Joe Borczuch, Service Director  

Mr. Borczuch stated that a large amount of brush was picked up last week during the monthly pick 

up, we had another eight loads and are getting a lot of wood chips.  

 

He has a requisition for Mack Industries for a 230 volt single no neutral replacement panel to work 

with the audible/visual alarm for a pump station plus labor.  Mack Industries is the one that installed 

it years ago and their pumps are currently in the ground.  

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve a requisition to Mack Industries for replacement of a 230-volt panel 

for the pump station plus labor in an amount not to exceed $4,252.00; Mr. Chitester seconded.  

 

Mr. Stibich asked where the pump station was located. Mr. Borczuch replied it is located between 

what is now the Wine Cellar and the old library.  There is a small pump station force main that feeds 

the Wine Cellar that is leased by the city, runs up along side the old library out to Main Street and 

then out to Columbia Road.  Mr. Chitester asked what was special about this panel.  Mr. Borczuch 

replied that this will be the full replacement of the electrical panel with all new rewiring and then fed 

down into the wet well where the sewage goes. This will be rehooked to the pumps to make sure 

everything is working properly.  There are two pumps and they have to be able to alternate back and 

forth so one does not overheat or pick up a higher or lower alarm.  Mr. Chitester asked who would 

install.  Mr. Borczuch replied Mack Industries and the requisition covers the labor.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 

nays. Motion carried.  
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Mr. Borczuch stated that concrete cutting will begin in a couple of weeks along with some asphalt 

repairs as the plants are now open. The bigger concrete program will come more towards July when 

we do multiple streets.  

 

Matt Sheehan, Fire Chief  
Chief Sheehan stated that he attended a Zoom meeting with county Fire chiefs.  There is a pilot 

program that was run on the East side with fire departments going into the homes of homebound 

residents to administer the COVID vaccine. It looks as if the county may open this up to other 

communities and they are looking for communities to partner up. In a conversation with Township 

Fire Chief Kelly he indicated that Olmsted Falls would assist them if they would assist us to start 

vaccinating homebound patients in either one of our communities. Again, we are in the discussion 

stages. This program will be run through the Board of Health who will come out and give the 

vaccines to the fire departments to have on hand. He indicated that he will keep Council apprised as 

this moves through the process.  

 

Councilman Jay McFadden, Ward I  
Mr. McFadden stated that there was an article in today’s paper regarding the American Rescue Plan 

funds which stated that the county and cities are getting money and asked if the City would receive a 

portion of the county money.  Mayor Graven replied that we are supposed to get it directly. He read 

the same article and it was confusing.  He indicated that the state would receive the money and then 

they have four weeks to send it to us.  Mr. McFadden asked if we have had any input.  Mayor Graven 

replied that he spoke to the Finance Director and he said he is not 100% sure of the amount.   

 

Tom Jordan, Economic Development Director 

Mr. Jordan stated that before Council tonight is the CRA Agreement and asked if anyone had any 

questions.  There were none.  With Council’s support this evening and passage of the ordinance we 

will finalize our agreement with Uncle John’s. This is one of three phases that Uncle John’s is 

planning; the later phases are not scheduled as of yet but were shown on the a plan as well as their 

continued investment in Olmsted Falls.  

 

We are still following up regarding the application made to Representative Gonzales office. You may 

have seen articles on Cleveland.com about other projects that were submitted to his office and it does 

not mean that Olmsted Falls is not being considered because they were or were not mentioned in the 

article. Frankly, this is what Cleveland.com does and it does not always make sense.  They have our 

application, and it is being considered. From the feedback he received from them they are very 

receptive to this particular one.  Mr. Stibich stated that it looked to him like the projects in the articles 

were the biggies.  Mr. Bemer stated that he wants to remind Mr. Jordan that the agreement was 

modified to change the word “after” to “before” below the exemption amount and this page will need 

to be initialed, assuming approval, when we obtain signatures.   

 

Mr. Jordan stated that the Mayor has also asked him to look into some other applications that are 

available through the county for some park projects. We received some money from the State Capital 

Budget for our parks but the Mayor is still interested in pursuing further funding for the park system. 

We may be limited in scope with the amounts but as we can chip away at some of the needs within 

the park system as we go through the grant process.  

 

Again, the CARES Act money is just being made available, myself, the finance director and the 

Mayor will discuss if a portion of those funds will be made available to businesses.  You probably 



  Approved Council Meeting Minutes 05/11/2021 

  Page 95 
 

                    

already read that restaurants are getting some special assistance with federal funds, but we will look 

at the rest of the CARES Act and see if there is something else that we can tailor to benefit Olmsted 

Falls businesses.  

 

Councilwoman Yvonne Buchholz, Ward III  
Ms. Buchholz stated that the Park and Recreation Board met on May 3rd and continue to work on the 

schedule of summer events.  She stated that Yoga in the Park will be held on the second Saturday in 

June, July and August and will start at 10:00 a.m.  You will have to register online in order to 

participate.   

 

She stated that the Citizen of the Year is Bev and Jan Smith who have been informed.  The board is 

still working on when the award will be presented as Mr. and Mrs. Smith would like to have their 

daughter in town and are looking at Memorial Day weekend.   

 

She stated that the board are consider some bands for June, July and August Music in the Park events 

but no contracts have been signed or drafted as of yet.  

 

Mr. Stibich asked about the Memorial Day Parade.  Ms. Buchholz replied that the parade is 

progressing.  Mr. Stibich asked if there were any plans for a 4th of July parade.  Ms. Buchholz replied 

no.  

 

Councilman Brian Chitester, Ward IV – No Report 

 

Councilwoman-at-Large, Jennifer Jansen 

Ms. Jansen stated that she has received a lot of questions regarding the basketball hoops and asked 

when the nets would be put back up.  Mayor Graven indicated that they will be put back up towards 

the end of the month.  He will speak with Service Director Borczuch as well as the state.  He is 

attempting to get them hung back up by the end of the month.  

 

Ms. Jansen would like to thank Ann Reichle for showing Olmsted Falls in a very positive light.  She 

stated that Channel 5 did a story at Angelina’s a few days ago talking about the issues that restaurants 

are having with chicken shortages and short staffing.  She wants to thank her again for always putting 

such a positive light on Olmsted Falls.  

 

Ms. Jansen stated that this is Police Memorial Week and she would like to take one minute of silence. 

She thanked everyone.  She thanked Chief Rogers for all he does.  

 

Councilwoman-at-Large, Lori Jones 

Ms. Jones stated that when everyone begins meeting about how to spend the funds our finance 

director mentioned that Council should be a part of those discussions to and stated we should have a 

work session. So, we should all get together and be a part of it and just wanted to remind everyone of 

that.   

 

She knows some people filled out something about what to spend the funds on.  The Mayor was 

asking the community what to spend the funds on and they thought it was pretty general, just asking 

about police, fire, parks and rec and its real general.  Mayor Graven stated that there is a link to allow 

comments so they can be as specific as they want. Ms. Jones stated that they were just commenting 

that it was real general; she understands what he is asking but they need to know like our ambulance 
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has about two years left in it; so she thinks just asking them generally without giving them some 

information of where are critical expenditures may be maybe we should give them some information 

like that too.   

 

Councilman Cornel Munteanu, Ward II – No Report 

 

Council President Paul Stibich  
Mr. Stibich stated that when Ms. Jansen asked about the basketball hoops he remembers the last time 

we had the Memorial Day service it was pretty hot and the splash pad was not turned on and he does 

not know what the plans are for the splash pad and whether it’s appropriate to turn them on during the 

Memorial Day Ceremony.  Mayor Graven stated that he hopes its warm on Memorial Day.  Mr. 

Stibich asked what the plans were for opening the splash pad.  Mr. Borczuch replied that we always 

turn the splash pad on the day after Memorial Day so it does not interrupt the event.  After talking 

with the governor’s office and the Mayor he believes that we will do the same thing with the 

basketball hoops, so it does not interfere with the program we are having.  

 

Ms. Jones stated that with everything opening up and moving ahead, will we still continue to meet 

remotely. Mr. Stibich stated that we last heard talk that open meetings would be allowed after June 

30. He would say that unless Council meets during summer recess, we do not have to consider that 

question until September. Although there are some advantages for some people with remote 

meetings, he does not know how we can incorporate that into a live meeting. This is something we 

can discuss. Ms. Jones stated that maybe we could do both at the same time. Mr. Stibich stated that it 

is hard to do that because you would have to set up a laptop on the podium so an individual could see 

the audience and converse with others. We have tried doing that before and it is difficult. When you 

hold remote meetings we can see each other and we know we can hear each other. But it is not as 

easy when one person is virtual and everyone else is live. Meeting in person is not definite. But 

tentatively, we can meet in person starting in September if we want to. 

 

Andrew Bemer, Law Director  
Mr. Bemer stated that the conciliation hearing with OPBA was pushed back two weeks and is now 

schedule for June 2, 2021.  

 

Mr. Stibich indicated that Finance Director Swaisgood is not present yet but is aware that he would 

like to request that Council suspend and waive both note ordinances.  

 

Old Business  

 

Ordinance 10-2021 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE WAGES, BENEFITS AND OTHER 

CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT FOR NON-UNION EMPLOYEES  Tabled on Third 

Reading (03/09/21) 

 

Remained on Table 
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Ordinance 26-2021 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING UNCLE JOHN’S PLANT FARM’S APPLICATION FOR 

A COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT AREA PROJECT AND AUTHORIZING THE 

MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CRA AGREEMENT WITH THE APPLICANT, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   Second Reading 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Mr. Munteanu seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Mr. Munteanu seconded.  

Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

New Business  

 

Ordinance 29-2021 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF $400,000 OF 

NOTES, IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS, TO PAY COSTS OF 

REMODELING, RENOVATING AND OTHERWISE IMPROVING A CITY BUILDING 

WHICH WILL HOUSE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES AND OTHER MUNICIPAL 

FUNCTIONS AND IMPROVING THE SITE THEREOF, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY  First Reading 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Ms. Jones seconded.  Mr. McFadden asked which building this 

ordinance refers to.  Ms. Jones replied City Hall.  This was done a long time ago and we renew our 

notes annually so we pay down some and we renew the rest every year at this time.  Voice Vote: 7 

ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. 

Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; 

Mr. Munteanu seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ordinance 30-2021 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF $6,500,000 OF 

NOTES, IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS, TO PAY THE PROPERTY 

OWNERS’ PORTION, IN ANTICIPATION OF THE LEVY AND COLLECTION OF 

SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS, AND THE CITY’S PORTION OF THE COSTS OF 

CONSTRUCTING AND INSTALLING SANITARY SEWERAGE SYSTEM 

IMPROVEMENTS, INCLUDING ALL NECESSARY APPURTENANCES THERETO 

COMPRISING THE PHASE V SEWER PROJECT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  

First Reading 
 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Ms. Jones seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Mr. Munteanu seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Ms. 

Jones asked if the $6 million include the city’s portion of the project.  Mr. Swaisgood replied that yes 

this is the total cost of the project and does include the city’s portion.  Mr. Stibich indicated that if the 

city does not pay its share each year for the life of the bond or uses funds from assessments and 

prepayments we will end up in the a situation where the city will have to pay a big chunk of money 

so it is in the city’s best interest to pay each year as we move along. Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  
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Miscellaneous New Business  

 

Cory Swaisgood, Finance Director  

Mr. Swaisgood stated that he is assuming the notes were adopted tonight and he appreciates that since 

there are time constraints on reissuance of the notes. The notes before Council are related to prior 

years notes that have been rolled over year after year. One of the objectives for this year was to 

determine if any of these notes could be paid down and two out of the four could which helps with 

the costs of issuance and interest. One of the notes being rolled over is the $6.5 million for the Phase 

V sewer project which is expected to be bonded out long term next year. As we close out the project 

this year and determine what the assessment amount will be is going to be a process that we will do 

next year before certifying to the county auditor and will be part of a much bigger report next year. 

The second one is the city building improvements in the amount of $400,000. The memo he provided 

indicates that the plan is to pay off those notes in 2023. We are trying to get away from rolling over 

notes year after year to help save the city on the costs of issuance every year which is around $25,000 

to $26,000 just to issue notes. He will go through the process to issue bonds next year which is a 

onetime fee for issuance and then we make the debt service payments going forward.   

 

He is unsure if the Mayor discussed the Stars and the transparency award. He would like to commend 

the Mayor, staff, and former finance directors on the award. This is the first time the award was 

issued. The state auditor announced that he would do additional testing in late 2019 so it was 

impressive that the City of Olmsted Falls was able to get four out of four stars during the 2019 audit. 

This award was announced late in 2019 and trying to get up to speed with all of those requirements 

meant that the city was already there by the end of 2019 and that is a good sign on the city’s side on 

the openness and transparency practices that have taken place over the last few years.   

 

There was guidance released yesterday regarding the American Rescue Plan and apparently it was 

more related to entitlement cities so over 50,000 in population. We will hopefully receive more 

guidance on the smaller cities and local cities that should receive funds through the state some time 

next week.  

 

The April end of the month report was distributed to everyone in their packets.  He wanted to note 

that the unencumbered fund balance remains right around a million which is a good sign. Although 

we are still down 7% on the income tax side after April’s revenue he is hoping that May and June’s 

revenue will be a little higher due to the filing deadline. Something interesting to note too is that on 

the individual side the percentage that the city is down from last year is close to 13% which on the 

individual income tax side is the most revenue generating for income tax over 60% a year so that’s an 

item to keep an eye on as we move close to the filing deadline and hopefully we see an improvement 

in May or June as this will be a big factor as we go into these next two months.  

 

Ms. Jones stated that she has a question about the money we are going to be getting. She stated that 

Mr. Swaisgood said we should have a Council work session to discuss what might be done with the 

funds with the administration and asked if he had any idea when a good time for a work session 

would be or should we wait until we actually have the funds. Mr. Swaisgood stated that he would 

recommend waiting. He will keep the Mayor posted and is sure the Mayor will keep Council posted 

on when because we don’t even know when we will receive the funds; plus, the $1.7 million that is 

projected to be received is still not confirmed. We are still hoping  to receive the funds in June or July 

but he would request waiting until we get more guidance on the local side under the 50,000 
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population which is expected next week.  Mayor Graven stated that the city has over three years to 

spend the funds.  Mr. Swaisgood replied he was correct; the city has until the end of 2024 to use the 

funds so in comparison to the CARES Act that gives us plenty of time to plan out the best way 

possible to use these funds over those years. He recommends not jumping into anything to quick and 

hopefully by the next meeting we will have more of a discussion on the timing and then planning a 

work session down the road.   

 

Such other business that may come before Council - None 

 

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to adjourn; Ms. Jones seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.  

 

 

 

              ____________________________ 

Paul Stibich, Council President  Angela Mancini, Clerk of Council 
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